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Introduction

This project grew out of a chance encounter I had
with Ken and Sally Weeks in Pemaquid, Maine, in
the summer of 2001. I rapidly became aware of the
historic and archaeological significance of the
Weeks Brick House property, thanks to the infor-
mation Ken and Sally, Katharine MacPhail, and
others provided me with over the months that
followed. The following report summarizes the
results of the last two years of research. In that
time, I have focused on establishing a detailed
picture of property ownership and layout, house
occupants, and land use of the last 340 years. This
information is critical to preparing the goals of any
archaeological investigation of the Weeks Brick
House property.

The Weeks Brick House is situated in Greenland on
a two-acre lot that abuts the northern edge of the
Weeks Road and Route 101 (Figure 1, 2). The
homestead lot is roughly 400 yards southwest of the
junction of the Weeks Road/Route 101 and the Tide
Mill Road (Figures 3, 4). The two-and-a-half story
brick dwelling dates to c. 1710, reputedly built by
its first owner and occupant Samuel Weeks. The
building has been the focus of a great deal of

interest over the last century or so, due to its
antiquity and material construction.

The Weeks House property has a great deal of
potential as the site of a historic and archaeological
study that could benefit not only the Weeks Family
Association but the larger world: Greenland and
New Hampshire. The property, as part of the
original home lot of Leonard Weeks, is the site of
one of the earliest homes in New Hampshire. The
current lot may contain archeological remains of
the home of Leonard Weeks. Locating his home
would provide insight into a facet of early New
Hampshire history that remains poorly understood.
Second, the Weeks property as the site of the Weeks
Brick House represents one of the earliest brick
residences in New Hampshire and northern New
England. That reality, combined with the possibility
that the work crew may have constructed the
dwelling from local brick, makes the property even
more unique. The potential for comparing the
house and property and its occupants with similarly
constructed dwellings in the more densely popu-
lated New Hampshire and elsewhere in New
England, for that matter, is exciting. Finally, the
fact that the Weeks house lot appears to be so rich
archeologically bodes well for an extensive multi-
year archeological investigation of the property.
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